ﬁ John 13:34-35

“So now | am giving you a new commandment: Love each other.

W Just as | have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for
one for one another will prove to the world that you are my
disciples.”

®
S r I 'E P I I E N As a Stephen Ministry church, our mission is to provide high
quality, one-to-one Christ-centered care to people in our

M I N I S T R Y congregation experiencing life difficulties.

What is Stephen Ministry?

Stephen Ministry is a proven and effective way to organize,
equip, and support a team of congregation members —
called Stephen Ministers. Stephen Ministry provides a
thoroughly biblical solution—equipping God’s people for

ministry. Gifted laypeople receive training to support and
extend the care that pastors continue to provide. We reach out with God’s love to people who are
hurting. We listen, care, pray, support and encourage those in need.

How does Stephen Ministry Work?

A trained Stephen Minister is matched with a person experiencing a life crisis. The Stephen Minister
then meets with the Care Receiver to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual
support. He/She usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with that person once a week
for about an hour. Twice a month, Stephen Ministers gather with their Stephen Leaders for
supervision and continuing education.

Who benefits from Stephen Ministry?
People who need care:

e Receive quality, Christ-centered, confidential care for their hurts and needs

e Find hope, healing, and a new sense of self-worth through the support of a Stephen Minister

e Know they are remembered and supported by their congregation in times of personal difficulty

e Receive ongoing care for continuing needs long after the onset of a crisis

e Grow in a deeper relationship with their Lord as they experience God’s unconditional love for
them through their Stephen Minister.

If you would like more information, please reach out by phone (816-858-2441) or
email (plattecityumc@gmail.com) and a Stephen Ministry Leader will contact you.
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